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Warnings, Cautions and Notes
Pay special attention to information provided in warnings, cautions, 
and notes, that is accompanied by these symbols:

A WARNING indicates a procedure or situation 
that, if not avoided, could result in serious injury 
or death to the user.

A caution indicates any situation or technique 
that could cause damage to the product, and could 
subsequently result in injury to the user.

A note is used to emphasize important points, 
tips, and reminders.

This manual provides essential instructions for the proper 
fitting, adjustment, inspection, and care of your new BC.  
Because Sea Quest BC's utilize patented technology, it is 
very important to take the time to read these instructions 
in order to understand and fully enjoy the features that are 
unique to your specific model.  Improper use of this BC 
could result in serious injury or death.
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A buoyancy compensator (BC) is NOT a lifejacket!  It is not de-
signed to provide face-up flotation in all situations, and therefore 
it does not meet U.S. Coast Guard regulations for a life preserver 
or personal flotation device (PFD).  If you become unconscious in 
the water without a buddy present to immediately assist you, you 
may suffer serious injury or death from drowning.

Your buoyancy compensator is primarily designed to help you maintain 
neutral buoyancy while in a comfortably balanced, face-down swimming 
position underwater.  It is also designed to provide you with flotation so 
that you can rest on the surface, but it is not designed to function as a 
life preserver or personal flotation device (PFD).  In order to meet U.S. 
Coast Guard regulations, a PFD must be designed so that it automatically 
rights you to a face-up position and holds your head out of the water on 
the surface.  The design characteristics of a personal flotation device are 
therefore different from those of a buoyancy compensator.  The ability of 
any flotation device to float you in a face-up position can also be affected 
by other diving equipment you wear, including a cylinder or exposure suit, 
and whether it can be inflated before you lose consciousness.

For this reason, it is important to always dive with a buddy, and main-
tain close proximity with them at all times.  Do not depend on any flota-
tion device to hold your face above the surface in the event that you are 
rendered unconscious in the water while diving.

Although this manual provides some basic guidelines for certain 
buoyancy control techniques, it is not a substitute for training from 
a professional diving instructor.  Failure to weight yourself prop-
erly may create a hazardous condition that could lead to serious 
injury or death.  If you are unsure how to weight yourself in order 
to achieve optimum buoyancy underwater and on the surface, do 
not dive until you have obtained the necessary instruction from 
your diving instructor or an authorized Sea Quest Dealer.

If you have any questions regarding your Buoyancy Compensator or 
these instructions, contact your Sea Quest Dealer or Sea Quest at:

(760) 597-5000.

Design &
function
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Attachment of the BC to the Cylinder (Figure 6)

Note: Sea Quest BC cylinder bands adjust for all standard cylinder  
diameters: 6.9" (17.5 cm), 7.25" (18.5 cm), and 8.0" (20.3 cm). 

1.	 Wet the cylinder band and then slide it over the cylinder so that the BC 
is at the desired position in relation to the cylinder valve.

2.	 While holding the cylinder secure, pull the free end of the cylinder band 
until there is a very tight fit between the pack and the cylinder. 

3.	 Close the buckle halfway to hold the cylinder band taut, and thread the 
end of the band through the open slot in the end of the buckle. 

4.	 Pull the cam buckle closed so that it lies flat against the cylinder.   
Attach the loose webbing end to the velcro on the cylinder band. 

5.	 Test the tightness by pushing/pulling the back frame and cradle. 

Rethreading the Tank Band System

1.	 Start with the metal bale as close to the pack frame as possible.  This 
provides the greatest range of adjustment.

2.	 With the buckle fully open, thread the cylinder band up the middle slot 
and back down through the slot closest to the metal bale (Figure 1 and 
3). Pull the end to increase the tension in the band.

3.	 Close the buckle halfway to prevent the webbing from slipping and 
thread the webbing through the open slot in the end of the buckle 
(Figure 2 and 3). 

setup

The cylinder band may initially stretch as it becomes wet.  Always 
wet the band prior to making the final adjustment, and apply 
enough tension to ensure that the cylinder is held completely se-
cure.  Test this connection before every dive.  If the cylinder were 
to slip free from the BC while you are diving, you may lose your 
air supply, which could lead to serious injury or death.

Figure 1

Figure 3
Complete threading 
path of the tank band. 

Figure 2
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Size-Adjustable Multiset™ Waistband (Figure 6)
Your BC may feature the Multiset waistband system.  Adjustments 

to the built-in Multiset waistband, if necessary, should be made prior to 
the dive.  To shorten or lengthen the waistband, simply unhook the cum-
merbund clip and reinsert it into one of the three possible clip channels 
to accommodate the proper fit.  A clip lock is located on both of the waist-
band clips.  To open the clip lock, place your forefinger on the underside 
of the protruding end waistband clip and apply pressure to the tab with 
your thumb.  After adjusting the Multiset waistband, close the clip lock by 
pushing the end of the waistband clip back into the clip lock.  In order to 
properly center the Velcro closure at the front of the waistband, the same 
adjustment must be made to the other side.  Be sure to wear your usual 
exposure suit when adjusting the waistband.

Adjustments

Figure 6

Waistband Clip

Clip Channels

Clip Lock
(Thumb Tab)

Protruding 
end of 
waistband clip

Cummerbund Clip

Attachment points�
for twin cylinder bands

Waistband attachment points

Hardware

Figure 7

Black Diamond™ Waistband Adjustment (Figure 7)
The waistband of the Black Diamond BC consists of two separate sec-

tions which are each attached to the rear panel with two stainless steel 
nut and bolt combinations.
















